Recent studies claim that useful predictability of the North Atlantic Oscillation (NAG) up to several years in advance may be possible using atmospheric models in which the sea surface temperature (SST) is specified from observations. Achieving this goal requires that such models adequately capture the observed variation in the NAG at interannual as well as interdecadal timescales. 
Introduction
Atmospheric general circulation models (AGCMs) in which the observed sea surface temperature (SST) is speci- 
